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MIT offered help, not Indian Institute of Science, says NR
Narayana Murthy

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/education/mit-offered-help-not-indian-institute-of-science-

says-nr-narayana-murthy/articleshow/45293736.cms

BENGALURU: Infosys co-founder NR Narayana Murthy said it was disappointing that Indian universities do not work with
domestic industry the way global ones do.

"Today, the software industry brings $40 billion to the city (Bengaluru) and we have Indian Institute of Science ( 11Sc)
which is hardly about 12 kms away...None of them bothered to come to any of the Indian companies. On the other
hand, the president of MIT, Cornell, Caltech, Carnegie Mellon, Cambridge...you name it and they all came to us saying
what problems of yours can we solve," Murthy said at the Commonwealth Science Conference in Bengaluru on
Wednesday.

He was responding to a question from a delegate on collaboration with researchers in the area of software
development. He, however, said that things had improved after IISc's former director P Balaram accelerated
collaborative research efforts between academia and industry. "In fairness, | must say, Balaram was convinced about the
need for this. Therefore, we have now created an ecosystem where researchers in our higher education institutions are
interested in solving problems of this industry," "In fairness, | must say, Balaram was convinced about the need for this.
Therefore, we have now created an ecosystem where researchers in our higher education institutions are interested in
solving problems of this industry," he said.

Murthy highlighted many of the software industry's contributions to the country. He noted that the industry had
replaced the public sector as the largest job creator in the country. The job creation in turn, he said, created a "positive
spiral" in the economy. "The software industry in India employs about 3.2 million professionals and adds about two
hundred thousand jobs every year," he said. Murthy said the top IT companies had created more high disposable income
based jobs in India than any other company had done in the last hundred years.

He said it was thanks to the software industry that India had a strong balance of payments position in spite of oil prices
rising. "And wherever you go in the developed world there is a new respect for India thanks to the software industry,"
he said.
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Shuddh vegetarian 11T Delhi: RSS activists spur Smriti Irani
to dictate hostel food

http://www.firstpost.com/living/shuddh-vegetarian-iit-delhi-rss-activists-spur-smriti-irani-dictate-hostel-food-
1825509.html

The HRD ministry, it seems, can’t bring itself to say “no’’ to the RSS even at the risk of looking downright
ridiculous.

So, acting on representations from a group of RSS activists, it has taken to policing university campuses to find
out—nhold your breath—what is cooking in their kitchen. Literally.

Believe it or not, directors of all 11Ts and I1Ms have been sent letters seeking details of cooking and catering
arrangements in their institutions, and directing them to send “action taken’’ report on RSS swayamsevaks’
demand for separate dining halls for vegetarian and non-vegetarian students on grounds that “these institutes are
spreading bad culture from the West (“kusanskar’”) and causing grief to the parents’.

Sensing the mood, at least one IIT—IIT Delhi—has decided to play safe and has promptly withdrawn all non-
veg food from its menu giving over the entire kitchen and dining hall to vegetarians. Non-veg students have
been told to either take it or leave it: if they wish to eat in the hostel mess, they must make do with vegetarian
food, or fend for themselves.

The reason they have been given is that the university could not find a “ suitable supplier” for non-veg food.
But nobody, of course, is buying this line. Students are angry and questioning the legitimacy of the ministry’s
“food diktat™’. Is it any of the government’s business to decide what and how students should eat?

“E‘ﬁ"‘lh-'
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Representational image of 11T Bombay. AFP image

"There has never been any complaint from vegetarian students. And if there’s any problem it is for us to resolve
it—not for babus sitting in Shastri Bhavan,’” said one student.

Surprisingly, even the BJP’s own student wing ABVP has never seriously raised the issue except in the din of
union elections. There is a sense among students and faculty that the real “culprit’’ is the university which
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simply caved in for political reasons. In contrast, the 11IMs haven’t even bothered to respond to the ministry’s
directive.

IT authorities declined to comment officially but, speaking anonymously, faculty members expressed their
disappointment. A widespread view is that an institution that takes such pride in its autonomy should have
displayed more spine.

Sitaram Yechury, CPI(M)’s Rajya Sabha member, has written to the HRD minister Smriti Irani seeking her
intervention.

"The government has no business to police the food habits of 11T students. If there is a need for a separate
facility for vegetarian students, that can be understood, but it cannot be at the expense of depriving non-
vegetarians of their choice. This is against the students’ rights,”” he wrote.

Over the past six months, the HRD ministry under Ms Irani has been lurching from one controversy to another.
But even by its own standards, the “food diktat’’ takes the cake.

Rewriting school textbooks is one thing—it is a hoary tradition in the Left-Right culture wars—but advising
universities on what constitutes culturally kosher food is quite another. What next? Scrap co-education and go
back to segregated classes just because a clutch of RSS sevaks believe that mixing of sexes is against Indian
culture? HRD ministry says that it was not a directive and the letter was sent in a “routine’” manner upon receipt
of “so many” representations. Really?

The sequence of events tells quite a different story. The ministry leapt to action the moment it received the first
representation from a gentleman called SSK Jain, a Madhya Pradesh grain trader and an influential RSS
swayamsevak. He sent it to Irani, with copies to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP president Amit Shah.

Immediately, an under-secretary in the ministry, AK Singh, allegedly acting under instructions from above,
forwarded Jain’s missive to directors of all 11Ts with a covering letter demanding an “action taken’’ report.
Which meant that the ministry was not simply drawing the I1Ts’ attention to Jain’s complaint but demanding
action on it as well.

Is it “routine’” in the HRD ministry to take so seriously every letter that pops up in its offices?

The fact is that Jain is not an ordinary man but an important RSS footsoldier (yes, there are footsoldiers, and
footsoldiers) with access to its top echelons, and he knows he can pull ranks with Irani. Other representations
were also from RSS-affiliated organisations whose busybodies have had several meetings with Irani to discuss
education “reforms”.

Jain’s letter --and others that followed-- reveal a mindset which, if encouraged, can only lead to Talibanisation
of our cultural sphere.

Jain accuses IITs of feeding “kusanskar” (bad culture of the West) to students by serving non-veg food.

“The children who have started practicing non- ‘tamsic’ behaviour have saddened their parents... It is the call
of the parents of India that I1Ts and other institutions segregate their dining halls for vegetarians.’’

“Tamsic” refers to foods like meat, onion and garlic apparently frowned upon in Hindu scriptures. “Saatvic”
means kosher food.

Here’s some more on the supposedly baleful effect of “tasmic’” or non-veg diet: “We see many families which
are all mixed up. There are Sindhi fathers and Punjabi mothers in the same family and their children get married
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to Muslims. It all starts when you mix up food. Wrong food spoils one's mind. That’s why | made this request
as | am a member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and a supporter of the BJP. | knew that this
government would understand,’” he told The Hindu.

Thankfully, ordinary Indians are more enlightened. Online chatrooms are buzzing with mocking comments.

Referring to the number of veg students at 11T Madras, one noted: “Totally convoluted.... 400 vegetarians out
of 8000 students show that vegetarianism is merely 5%. They are trying to dictate the agenda for 95%"’

It is obvious that the HRD ministry has become a soft touch for the Hindu Right. I know, | know the
“Marxists’” also used it. But here we are talking about a worldview reduced to vegetarianism (Hindustani, good)
and non-vegetarianism (western, bad).

That apart, the Modi came power to promising “minimum government’” and “maximum governance’’ but
clearly Irani has missed the message. For under her tutelage, her ministry is increasingly constantly micro-
managing-- and interfering in areas that lie beyond its jurisdiction. The “food diktat’’ is a glaring example of it.

Welcome to Irani’s nanny state.

[1'T-B survey on possibilities of rejuvenating Mithi river

http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-iit-b-survey-on-possibilities-of-rejuvenating-mithi-river-2039045

Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) has commissioned 11 T-Bombay to conduct a survey on the
possibilities of treating water in Mithi river and Vakola nullah. This is part of the civic body's effort to clean the
river.

BMC has proposed spending Rs 80 lakh on the survey. The proposal will be placed in the next standing
committee meeting for approval.

dna had reported about this initiative on October 1.

According to civic officials, IIT will submit a comprehensive report to the corporation in six to eight months
after completing the survey.

"After we get the report, we will carry out a feasibility study,"” said an official associated with the project.

Professor DN Singh of the department of civil engineering, I1T-B, who is spearheading the survey, had told dna
that the idea behind the exercise was to rejuvenate the river and free it of pollution.

"We will test the water to ascertain the level of contamination in it. We will also study the sources through
which sludge and contaminated water enter it," Singh had said.

"We will also demonstrate a few state-of-the-art, in-house technologies for treatment and separation of sludge
from water. The survey will begin mid-October," he had said.

The move comes after Maharashtra Pollution Control Board issued BMC a notice last December for inaction in
controlling pollution in the river.
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The survey will be followed by similar surveys of nullahs like VVakola nullah in the city. It will also look into
the possibility of constructing sewerage treatment plants (STPs) along the river, or diverting polluted water
elsewhere for treatment before discharging it back into the river.

"The possibility of putting additional sewer lines along the river will also be studied,” the official said.

IIT-B, in a report prepared in 2006, had recommended setting up 37 STPs along Mithi. "The ground reality is
different now. Cost-wise, it's not feasible to construct so many," the official said, adding that constructing STPs
would also require acquiring land from the slums surrounding the river.

National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) had carried out an experiment in 2009 to see if
the foul odour emanating from the river could be controlled and breeding of mosquitoes prevented. Independent
of the BMC initiative, MMRDA had decided on a Rs6.97 crore plan in this connection.

Infosys Co-founder’s Rs 10 Cr Gift Helps 11T-M establish 3
Chairs

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2014/11/29/Infosys-Co-founder%E2%80%99s-Rs-10-Cr-
Gift-Helps-11T-M-establish-3-Chairs/article2546296.ece

CHENNAI: Three Chairs in computational brain-research have been established in 11T-Madras following an
endowment of Rs 10 crore for each chair from 11T-Madras alumnus and Infosys co-founder Kris
Gopalakrishnan. The first of these three Chairs, the ‘Prof Mahabala Distinguished Chair in Computational Brain
Research’ was launched by Gopalakrishnan on Saturday.

The two other Chairs, to be based in I1T-M, are yet to be launched. Attended by several of 1IT-M’s top
academia, including 11T-M Director Bhaskar Ramamurthi and Professor Mahabala, the launch saw
Gopalakrishnan reminiscence about his time at I[1T-M.

“l was introduced to computers at I1T, and my life was changed by the stint here. | am grateful to my teachers,
and creating this chair in the name of Professor Mahabala is my way of saying ‘thanks’ to my teachers,” he said.

“We need to enable [T Madras to enter new and exciting areas that are at the cutting edge of global research,”
he declared.

The first occupant of the Prof Mahabala chair, Partha Mitra, will be principal investigator at the Cold Spring
Harbor Laboratory in New York. The Chair, intended for leading mid-career and senior researchers, will
commit to a minimum of two five- years stints.

The three Chairs in 1IT-M will be complemented by three other research centres: a center devoted to brain
research likely to come up in Bengaluru, a similar centre in 11Sc, Bengaluru, and a brain research centre with
postdoctoral fellowships at the Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, USA.
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Avinash Chander to continue as DRDO chief

http://www.niticentral.com/2014/11/29/avinash-chander-to-continue-as-drdo-chief-247345.html

New Delhi, Nov 28 (PTI) India's premier defence and research organisation DRDO's chief Dr Avinash Chander
will retire on November 30 but will continue to occupy the position on a contractual basis till May, 2016.

"The President is pleased to retire Dr Avinash Chander, Secretary, Department of Defence Research &
Development (DOB: 06.11.1950), in the Ministry of Defence from Government Service with effect from
30.11.2014 (AN) on attaining the age of superannuation,” an official statement here today said.

It said "the appointment of Chander beyond his date of retirement, November 30, for 18 months would be on
contract basis, with the same terms and conditions as he would be entitled to Secretary (DRD) before the date of
retirement.

"His contractual term will end on May 31, 2016. Asked if this was the first time a DRDO chief will go
on contract, sources said there had been instances when chiefs have been given "extraordinary" extensions.

The DRDO chief also holds the post of Scientific Adviser to the Defence Minister and the Secretary of
Department of Defence Research and Development.

Chander joined DRDO in 1972 after completing graduation in Electrical Engineering from Indian Institute of
Technology (11T), Delhi.

He obtained MS in Spatial Information Technology from Jawharlal Nehru Technological University (JNTU),
Hyderabad. Chander is the chief architect of Agni series of ballistic missile systems.

Development of Agni range of missiles under a highly- restrictive international control regimes was possible
only out of his technology forecast, perspective planning and relentless efforts, DRDO officials said.




Page 17 of 22

Rashtriya Sahara ND 29/11/2014 P-13




Hindustan Times ND
29/M11/2014 P-11




Times of India ND 29/11/2014 P-18




Page 20 of 22

Times of India ND 29/11/2014 P-22




Page 21 of 22

HT.Com ND 29.11.2014 P-10




Page 22 of 22
UGC vice-chairman favours performance based funding

DC CORRESPONDENT | November 29, 2014, 06.11 am IST

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141129/nation-education/article/ugc-vice-chairman-favours-performance-
based-funding

Chennai: University Grants Commission vice chairman Prof. H. Devaraj said on Friday that performance based
funding to universities was integral to build excellence in universities across all dimensions.Presenting the
Sastra — G.N. Ramachandran Award at SASTRA University, Thanjavur, to scientist Prof. M. Vijayan, Devaraj
said, “Excellence needs to be nurtured in universities through policy decisions that identify performing
institutions and provide support to such institutions, both public and private.”

Prof. M. Vijayan is currently the INSA Albert Einstein Research Professor at 11ISC, Bengaluru and known for
his work in the area of molecular biophysics and crystallography. Appealing to VC Devaraj, Prof. R.
Sethuraman, Vice-Chancellor, Sastra University urged him to offer a two year full time postgraduate
programme in engineering education and pedagogy and also provide performance based funding to all types of
universities.



